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20 INSCRIPTIONS

BEGINNING MY STUDIES

Beginning my studies the first step pleas’d me so much,

The mere fact consciousness, these forms, the power of motion,
The least insect or animal, the senses, eyesight, love,

The first step I say awed me and pleas’d me so much,

I have hardly gone and hardly wish’d to go any farther,

But stop and loiter all the time to sing it in ecstatic songs.
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OTAN EEKINHZA TIX 2XITOYAEX MOY

Orav Eexivnoa tg ommovdég pov, to mpdto fripa pov 'dwoe téom xapd,

H am\q enfyvoon g mpaypatikétntag, avtég ot popeés, 1 dbvaun
™G kivnong,

To o kowé évropo 1) {do, ot atoBoetg, 1 6paon, o €potag,

To mpdto Pripa Aotrtév pe yépioe pe tétoto 6€0g kat pov dwoe tdom
xapd,

‘Qote moté dev emBlpnoa ot arbeia va mdo mapakdto,

O¢Aw pévo va otékopat kat Tov Kaipd Pov va TEPVE LVHVOVTAG TO pE

payovdia ekotatkd.
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SHUT NOT YOUR DOORS

Shut not your doors to me proud libraries,

For that which was lacking on all your well-fill'd shelves, yet needed
most, | bring,

Forth from the war emerging, a book I have made,

The words of my book nothing, the drift of it every thing,

A book separate, not link’d with the rest nor felt by the intellect,

But you ye untold latencies will thrill to every page.
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MHN KAEINETE TIX ITOPTEX 2AX

Mnv kAeivete g mépteg oag o epéva, mepripaves PiAtodrikec,

[Nati avtd ov éAerne ar’ 6Aa ta optopéva pdgla oag, ki ®otdoo To
o avaykaio, ey® oag Pépvm,

Méoa ar’ tov méAepo Eempofdiiet, éva PipAio ov éptiata ey,

Ot Aé&eis tov BiffAiov pov titota, to mepteydpevéd tov ta mava,

“Eva BipAio dragpopetikd, Eexymprotd and T dAAa, Tov dev yivetat and
™ vonon avunmrd,

Kt wotéoo eoeis, eoeig aveinwtes AavBdvovoeg poppéc, Ba ovykrovt-
otelte pe kdOe Tov oeAida.
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POETS TO COME

Poets to come! orators, singers, musicians to come!

Not to-day is to justify me and answer what I am for,

But you, a new brood, native, athletic, continental, greater than be-
fore known,

Arouse! for you must justify me.

I myself but write one or two indicative words for the future,
I but advance a moment only to wheel and hurry back in the dark-
ness.

I am a man who, sauntering along without fully stopping, turns a
casual look upon you and then averts his face,

Leaving it to you to prove and define it,

Expecting the main things from you.
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[TOIHTEX TOY MEAAONTOZX

[Tomtég tov péArovtog, ayopntés, Tpayovdlotés, povotkoi tov péA-
Aovtog!

To ofjuepa dev Ba pe dicardoet ovte Ba pe eppnvevdoet,

‘Opwg oels, pa kawvolpya yevid, avtéyovr, abinukn, nrepoty,
HEYAAUTEPT ATl GAEG TG TIPOTYOVUEVEG,

EyepBeite! Atdu eoeic mpémet va pe Sikaidoete.

Eye o diog dev O0a ypdpw mapd pa dvo Aéleig evdektikés yla to
HEALOV,

['a pa pévo orypn Ba Pyw pmpootd kar ypriyopa Ba kuAjow mdil
0710 OKOTAOL.

Efpat évag avBpwmog mov, kabog adidkomna meprmiaviétat, piyvet to-
yafa to fAéppa tov 0 €0dg Kt émerta arrob otpégel To TpSow-
6 OV,

Agnvovtag €0dg va to katadeifete kat va to oploete,

[eppévovtag amé oag ta mo onpavtkd.
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TO YOU

Stranger, if you passing meet me and desire to speak to me, why
should you not speak to me?
And why should I not speak to you?
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2 EXENA

Héve, av oto didfa oov pe ovvavtijoels kat Oedjoelg va pov pAnoerg,
yati va pn pov pAoeLs;
Kat yati va pn oov pidjoo ki eyo;
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THOU READER

Thou reader throbbest life and pride and love the same as I,
Therefore for thee the following chants.
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EXY ANATNQXTH

Eob avayvdort, mdikeg anéd {1 kat repn@avia kat aydmm 6mwg ki
EYO),
I'V avtd Aormtév ta dopata mov akorovBoiv yia oéva elval ypappéva.
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SONG OF MYSELF

I celebrate myself, and sing myself,
And what I assume you shall assume,
For every atom belonging to me as good belongs to you.

[ loafe and invite my soul,
[ lean and loafe at my ease observing a spear of summer grass.

My tongue, every atom of my blood, form’d from this soil, this air,

Born here of parents born here from parents the same, and their par-
ents the same,

I, now thirty-seven years old in perfect health begin,

Hoping to cease not till death.

Creeds and schools in abeyance, 10
Retiring back a while sufficed at what they are, but never forgotten,

I harbor for good or bad, I permit to speak at every hazard,

Nature without check with original energy.

2

Houses and rooms are full of perfumes, the shelves are crowded with
perfumes,

I breathe the fragrance myself and know it and like it,

The distillation would intoxicate me also, but I shall not let it.
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TO TPATOYAI TOY EAYTOY MOY

Ypve) tov eavtd pov kat tpayovded tov eavtd pov,
Kat 6,1 mapadéyopar ki e0v Ba to mapadeytels,
['ati kdBe pépio mov pov avijket avijkel kat o eoéva.

A@rjvopal varyeAkd kat tpookaid v Juyr| pov,
['épvo voyxeAikd mapampdvtag éva Braotdpt yYAdng karokatptviig.

H yAdooa pov, kdBe pépio améd to aipa pov elivar puaypéva amd to
Yopa avtd, amod tov aépa avto,

T'evvnpévog €8¢ amd yoveis yevvnuévoug £, OTmg kat ot yoveig Ttoug,
OTIWG KAl Ol YOVEIG T®V YOVI®OV TOUG,

2ta tprdvta £@td pov ypévia kat pe vyela éAela Eekva,

EAntiCovtag va pn otapatijon péypt tov 0avatd pov.

KaBd¢ déypata kat oyorés amapyatwpéva

2o meptlBdplo pévouv yia Alyo €xovtag eKTANPMOEL TOV OKOTIO TOVG,
ywpic Toté va Anopoviodvtat,

Eyd yua kardé 1 yia kaxd evaykaAiGopat, anpooyediaota apivovtdg
™ va piAd,

Tn ®don ayaAivem pe v apyéyovn g evépyela.

2

Ta onfua kat ta dwpdtua eivar yepdta apdpata, ta pdagla eivar £-
¥ea ané apopata,

Thv avacaive kit eyd ™y evwdid Tovg, ) yvopile kat my ayand,

To anéotaypa avtd ki epéva Ba pe pébaye, pa dev Ba to apriow.

10




